Computed tomography in schizophrenics and normal volunteers. I. Fluid volume.
Recent findings of enlarged ventricles and sulcal widening in the computed tomographic (CT) scans of schizophrenic subjects have raised questions about the etiology and treatment of this disorder. Measures obtained from computerized analyses of CT scans of 30 schizophrenic and 33 normal subjects showed no significant difference between the groups in ventricular or sulcal fluid volumes. The discrepancy between our findings and those of other investigators may have been due to different measurement techniques or to differences in the samples. A second study was undertaken to examine the first possibility. Its results suggest that our findings and those based on measurements of planimetric ventricle-brain ratios (VBRs) are highly correlated, but that VBRs from one study may not be compared with those in another to establish population differences. Differences in patient samples appear to constitute an important source of discrepancy in CT findings.